
Artist David Greenberger transformed over 60 interviews with 
Milwaukee elders into 38-songs, a CD, and a rock concert with the Paul Cebar Stage 

Ensemble. Learn Greenberger’s unique approach to the art of 
conversation with older adults, particularly those experiencing memory loss. 

30 min documentary

—

a film by Brad Lichtenstein and Nicole Brown



General 
Discussion Questions

1.	� Greenberger tells a funny story about going to a funeral with his older 
friends from the nursing home where he worked. Do you have stories 
from your relationships with older people? If yes, what are some of them? 
If not, why do you think that is? 

3.	� Greenberger specifically says that what he does is not “oral history.” 
How do you think what he does is different than oral history? 

4.	� Greenberger describes his work as “just getting to know people and 
see what they think about.” How might we do this with people with 
dementia? What makes it challenging to do? How does Greenberger 
handle those challenges? 

5.	� Greenberger suggests starting a conversation with the expected questions 
as a “warm up.” What are some examples of these? 

6.	� In one scene, David talks to someone who repeats themselves quite often. 
How do you respond to such repetition? How does he suggest responding? 
What is challenging about talking with someone who repeats themselves 
so often? 

7.	� Greenberger demonstrates that even people without the ability to speak 
full sentences get pleasure from participating in the dynamics of a 
conversation. Why do you think this is? 

8.	� Tom tells David a story about being in a band, and in return, David says 
“I want to give him that band.” What is the best gift you could give someone 
you know with dementia? 

 



Thematic 
Discussion Questions 

Personhood and memory loss

In this project, David set out to talk with older adults who 
were experiencing memory loss. The film shows that each 
person he talks to, in spite of memory loss, has their own 
distinct personality, unique memories and thought processes. 
Although our memory is important to our sense of who we 
are, it appears that the link between memory loss and 
personhood can be quite complex.

1.	� How does a person’s memory loss affect your ideas about who they are? 
How do you think it affects a person’s own sense of self?

2.	� How do you see Greenberger acknowledging memory loss in the ways 
he talks with people? 

3.	� Do you need memory to have a meaningful conversation? 

4.	� Greenberger decides to accept everything a person says as “true,” because 
it is true to them. How might this change the way you relate to people with 
dementia? Is it possible to do? 

5.	� Greenberger believes that most people misunderstand “wisdom.” He says 
that we put people with “wisdom” on a pedestal – which removes them 
from daily life. You can’t see someone on a pedestal in the eye – and to 
learn from each other, you need to see eye to eye. What is wisdom to you? 
Do you think people with dementia can be “wise?” What have, or might 
you learn from someone with dementia? 



Creative engagement

Greenberger’s questions have a way of inviting people to think 
creatively and even “embrace the absurd”. The answers that he 
receives help us to think about things differently. 

1.	� What are some ways that “creativity” might allow us to connect 
with people with memory loss?

2.	� How might art/creativity be used as a tool for ongoing dialogue rather 
than a single activity to be completed?

3.	� Can we think of our life’s stories as works of art rather than history? 
If we do, how might this change the way we feel about them? 

4.	� At times, David asks unusual questions to spark conversation. 
What examples can you think of from the film? 

5.	� What questions can you imagine asking that might invite 
a whimsical conversation? 

6.	� How might art help us heal the pain of memory loss? 

7.	� Greenberger describes his work as “wet paint” – as though every moment 
is a work of art. Is this an idea that might be useful in relating to people 
with dementia? How? 

8.	� Maxine has great difficulty with language, but is clearly able to 
communicate through music. How do you think you might be able 
to reach people with dementia? If you had dementia, how do you 
think people might be able to reach you? 



Engaging with aging

Greenberger’s approach to interacting with older people could 
really be used with people of any age. 

1.	� How would you characterize Greenberger’s role vis-a-vis the older adults 
he interviewed? In what ways did his role make it easier or more difficult 
for him to speak with people?

2.	� Greenberger uses humor to engage with older adults. Can you point 
to examples of this in the film? What are some of the benefits of using 
humor in conversations? With people with dementia in particular? 

3.	� In what ways might you use humor to connect with people? How does this 
change the tone of the conversation?

Personal journeys

Greenberger begins the film by saying “I was getting to know 
people living out the later and last years of their life, and I was 
doing it without the overlay of my own mortality being so 
mixed up in it.” 

1.	� What do you think he means by this? 

2.	� How does Greenberger incorporate his work with older adults into 
thoughts about his own life? 

3.	� How do you feel about aging and working with older adults, particularly 
those who might have dementia? 

4.	� How might Greenberger’s work and perspective encourage us to rethink 
how we think/feel about aging and memory loss? 
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